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COMMUNITIES — ANNUAL ACHIEVER AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.24 am]: I have the great pleasure of 
updating the house on the Department of Communities’ annual Achiever Awards. Now in its thirty-second year, 
this unique program celebrates the efforts of young Western Australians with a carer experience, who are pursuing 
further education and training. As the Minister for Child Protection, I have had the privilege of attending five 
Achiever Award presentation events. This year I was pleased to be joined by the Premier who had the chance to 
listen to the incredible stories of resilience and determination of these young people who, despite facing significant 
personal obstacles, are building a positive future for themselves. Their hard work and perseverance are testament 
to the incredible spirit they have and will see them well placed to achieve their career goals and life ambitions. 
This year, 35 young people were announced as winners in the university achiever award, the registered training 
achiever award and the apprenticeship or traineeship achiever award, with many of the winners also active volunteers 
in their communities, acting as role models for other young people. In addition to the education and training awards, 
a young person was awarded the community spirit award for showing leadership and making a positive impact on 
their community. 
The excellence in education and training award recognises a Department of Communities staff member for their 
outstanding commitment to furthering education and training outcomes in child protection. This year, Missy Nesbitt, 
a senior field officer with the Target 120 team based in the Kalgoorlie office, was the recipient of this award for 
her dedication in making a difference to the lives of children in care. The achievements of this year’s young winners 
highlight the importance of never giving up on what you want and shows the value of further education and training. 
I am extremely proud to be part of a government that supports and acknowledges young people with a carer 
experience who strive for their career goals and ambitions; they are an inspiration to us all. 
 


	COMMUNITIES — ANNUAL ACHIEVER AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Child Protection


